
Waihī East Primary School Newsletter  
Term 1      Week 7 

21 March 2024 

UPCOMING DATES 
Mar 25  Teacher Union meeting. School starts at 
   10.45am. 
Mar 26  North Cluster Swim Sports 
Mar 28  North Cluster Swim Sports pp. 
Mar 29  Easter Friday. School Closed. 
Apr 1   Easter Monday. School closed. 
Apr 2   Easter Tuesday. School closed. 
Apr 3   Best Start  Programme. 9.30am. 
Apr 4   Handball for KidsCan. 
Apr 5   Handball for KidsCan. 
Apr 5   EPro8 Interschool. 
Apr 10  Rippa Tournament. Year 5/6. 
Apr 11  Principal’s Awards. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STUDENTS!      
NAU MAI, HAERE MAI       

 
We would like to warmly welcome our 

newest students and their whānau. 
 

Isabel P—DC 
 
 



Bank Account details for any and all online payments.  
Please use your surname as a reference. 

 

 020472 0084492-00 
 

NOTICES AND REMINDERS  

Kia ora Whānau, 
 
What a fantastic week we have had with lots of amazing opportunities for our tamariki. A huge thank 
you to Dorette, Renee, Neroli, Michelle and Matt for their planning and organisation of Surf and Turf. 
Thank you also to all whānau who were able to join us, we appreciate your time, help and support on 
camp. We were blessed with perfect weather and have such incredible resources right on our door-
step. 
 
Mufti Day tomorrow to support E Tū Tāngata - Stand Up to Stand Out. We have been talking with our 
tamariki about the importance of our individual identity and what makes us special, celebrating each 
other for who we are and feeling proud of our individual differences. 
 
Our Year 5 and 6 tamariki have had their EPro 8 Competition this week. Such amazing problem  
solving and technology based learning taking place. Great excitement as finals happen today!  
 
As previously advertised we have our late start on Monday so our teachers can attend their Union 
Meeting. School will start at 10:45am, please contact the office if you need supervision for your child 
as there will be a limited number of non-union teachers on-site to help supervise children. 
This meeting is to brief teachers on the changes happening/coming to the education sector with the 
change of government and to get teacher voice on the key points they want NZEI to lobby for on their 
behalf.  
Some of the key things happening within the education sector currently... 

• The move towards twice-a-year national testing in reading, writing and maths. How this data will 
be used and shared has yet to be announced. Observations from other countries warn us that  
performing in tests becomes the focus of the education system with National Testing.  

 

• Significant cuts to funding support for children with learning needs. The goal to cut back spend-
ing in the public sector is seeing support for children with additional learning, behaviour or heath 
needs being significantly cut back. Many children across the school are no longer receiving any sup-
port, or if they are, receiving a drastically reduced amount of support.  

 

• Attendance 
 

• Agencies who work with schools face significant cutbacks. Agencies that work with schools have 
the same pressure placed on them to cut back costs. People are leaving, and roles are left unfilled 
for extended periods.  

 

• Property maintenance has been significantly cut back. In practical terms, this means that the 
money each school gets to maintain the buildings and grounds will no longer cover the costs needed 
to keep a school well-maintained.  

This meeting aims to make the education sector aware of the impact of these changes across the 
board and develop key lobbying points to take forward. 
 
We have a short week next week with Good Friday and the following week Monday and Tuesday are 
also Easter holidays.  
 
Thanks whānau for your support 
Ngā mihi nui 
Vanessa 

ABSENTEE  NOTIFICATION 
Just a reminder that you can send your absentee  

notification to the eTap parent app. 
 

Did you know that if you don’t contact the school when your 
child is absent they are marked as Truant? 



BEST START PROGRAMME FOR NEW ENTRANTS 
If your New Entrant child has enrolled this term, or will be enrolling this 
term, please contact Tanya about securing your place in our awesome  

workshops. 
Best Start Waihī East  

  
3 April 9.30am –10.30am. 

 
Contact Tanya on tgiles@east.school.nz or 863 8693. 

WANTED 
Old, used rugby boots to be swapped at the rugby club muster. 
Please drop off to Mrs. Matautia in Room 3 or the school office. 

Thanks heaps 

YUMMY APPLES 
We are still collecting Yummy apple stickers and 

the apple bag cut outs. 
In Term three we swap these stickers for free 

sports gear. 
Please bring all your apple stickers to school and 

place on our charts in the office.  
Alternatively we can supply you with your own 

chart to have at home. 

CHOCOLATE BAR FUNDRAISER 
 

Boxes of chocolate bars were sent home last week. We have run 
out of supplies here at school so if you are finding it hard to sell your 
box please return to school as I have others asking for more boxes. 

Half sold is fine.  
 

The bars are $2 each.  
There are 36 bars in each box. 

Thanks 

WAIHI EAST SCHOOL LIBRARY 
 

The school library will  be open  for 
whanau to use on  

Thursdays after school.  
3pm-4pm 

All welcome. 



Meet the Kotuku Teachers 



Year 3 & 4 Surf n Turf Camp 





Cash is accepted for juicy fundraisers. 





 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 





Hi there, New Zealand’s coastal run festival is back for 2024 – The 
Whitianga RunFest! 
Thanks to our amazing Sponsors, G.J Gardner Coromandel, all 
Coromandel Peninsula school children can run FREE!  
 
The 2024 Whitianga RunFest offers three coastal course options, 
6km, 10km and 21km  – all suitable for both runners and walkers! 
Saturday 25th May. 
Each Course starts at Ferry Landing, with a trip up Shakespear Cliff, 
for spectacular views of Mercury Bay! The 10km will take you 
through to Cooks Beach and the 21km to Purangi and the secret 
lake. 
 
 

Each course offers you the chance to recharge your legs on the short 
ferry ride before a 1.2km sprint down the path to the finish line. 
Each course offers you the chance to recharge your legs on the short 
ferry ride before a 1.2km sprint down the path to the finish line. 
We’d love if you could spread the word as we’d love to see a number 
of Coromandel schools take part! 
We’ve created a unique code for your school kids. To purchase en-
tries, head to https://whitiangarunfest.co.nz/ and apply the code at 
the checkout. 
 
 

Please find below the discount code that will apply to Waihi East 
School. If you’ve got any questions, feel free to flick us a message. 
use code - WAIHIEASTSCHOOL 
The Whitianga RunFest team 

Event Services - info@whitiangarunfest.co.nz 

ELEMENT EVENTS LTD 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__whitiangarunfest.co.nz_&d=DwQF-g&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=_LOMM09KS5Ke0FzT3zMbgCpc3HqJR27p0Hgr69wybdQ&m=Lk69Q0Mm494ica04DVIcBNcUCiuiUO6_AO58h9TzFnHgFhQBIs6ulKOxwv6zrDnt&s=ZREjjGXAMA3L
mailto:info@whitiangarunfest.co.nz


THANKS TO OUR GREAT DUFFY BOOKS SUPPORTERS.  
Your donations mean more books for kids. 

Acting Principal (Term 1): Vanessa Maunder  
Ph:07 863 8693                

Absentees: Text 021 0258 4817/eTap parent app 
 

Email Office for general enquires:   office@east.school.nz 
Email: principal@east.school.nz              www.waihieast.school.nz 
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